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Shootings 
drop to 
lowest in 
12 years 


Peduto credits police 
anti-violence efforts 


By Shelly Bradbury 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Gun violence in Pittsburgh 
dropped to a 12-year low in 2017, 
with police recording fewer than 
150 shootings in the city for the first 
time in more than a decade. 

Mayor Bill Peduto credited the 
decline to the daily efforts of offi- 
cers on the streets, better commu- 
nity-police relations and the city’s 

focused effort to 


Inside quell gang-re- 
Pittsburgh to lated gun vio- 
expand gunfire lence. 

monitor system, There were 
Page B-2 147 fatal and 


nonfatal shoot- 
ings in the city during 2017, an 18 
percent decline from 2016, which 
saw 180 shootings, according to po- 
lice data obtained by the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette through Pennsylva- 
nia’s Right to Know Act. That count 
excludes accidental and self-in- 
flicted shootings. 

“Its a number we will con- 
stantly strive to lower, and there 
is no acceptable number as long 
as people are dying,” Mr. Peduto 
said. 

Cmdr. Victor Joseph, who heads 
the police bureau’s violent crime 
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Cambridge 
Analytica data 
firm suspends 


chief executive 


Associated Press 


LONDON — The head of Trump- 
affiliated data-mining firm Cam- 
bridge Analytica has been sus- 
pended, while government authori- 
ties are bearing down on the firm 
and Facebook over allegations the 
firm stole data from 50 million Face- 
book users to manipulate elections. 

Cambridge’s board of directors 
suspended CEO Alexander Nix 
pending an investigation after Mr. 
Nix boasted of various unsavory 
services to an undercover reporter 
for Britain’s Channel 4 News. 

Channel 4 News broadcast clips 
Tuesday that also show Mr. Nix 
saying his data-mining firm played 
a major role in securing Donald 
Trump’s victory in the 2016 presi- 
dential elections. 

Mr. Nix said the firm handled 
“all the data, all the analytics, all 
the targeting” and said Cambridge 
used emails with a “self-destruct 
timer” to make its role more diffi- 
cult to trace. 

“There’s no evidence, there’s no 
paper trail, there’s nothing,” he said. 

In a statement, Cambridge’s 
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Snow falls in Schenley Park as people walk toward Carnegie Mellon University’s campus on Tuesday, the first day of spring. 
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Redistricting, political divisiveness lead 
to a slew of congressional candidates 


New districts add to 
competitive landscape 


By Jonathan Tamari, Holly 
Otterbein and Andrew Seidman 
Philadelphia Inquirer 


Nearly 100 people filed to run 
for Congress in Pennsylvania by 
the deadline Tuesday, a surge that 
reflected the political volatility in 
the state and nation. 

Democrats across the country 
have been raring to send a political 


message to President Donald 
Trump in November, and the land- 
scape is wide open in Pennsylva- 
nia, where a wave of incumbents 
are leaving office and new congres- 
sional maps increased the number 
of competitive battlegrounds. 

Tn all, 59 Democrats and 35 Re- 
publicans filed to run for the state’s 
18 House seats as of 5:40 p.m., or 40 
minutes after the deadline, accord- 
ing to the Department of State. 
That was a few dozen more than 
the peak of the last major election 
wave, the 75 candidates who regis- 
tered to run in what became the 
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Newly redrawn 17th District 
looks to be hotly contested, 
Page B-1 


GOP landslide of 2010. Republicans 
will hold a 12-6 edge in congressio- 
nal seats after Democrat Conor 
Lamb is sworn in. 

As during that midterm elec- 
tion, incumbents this time 
around also face stiff challenges 
— including many from within 
their own parties — and open 
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2 myured, gunman dead after school shooting 


Resource officer stops 
Maryland teenager 


Associated Press 


GREAT MILLS, Md. — A teen- 
ager armed with a handgun shot 
and critically wounded a girl inside 
a Maryland school on Tuesday, and 
the shooter was killed when a 
school resource officer confronted 
him moments after the gunfire 
erupted. A third student was in 
good condition after he was shot. 

It was the latest school shoot- 
ing to rattle parents and set off 
another round of the national 
debate over gun control. The 
shooting also is likely to draw 
further attention to the role of 
armed personnel in schools. 

The shooting at Great Mills High 
School, a month after 17 people 
were killed at a Florida high school, 
intensified calls for Congress to act 
on gun violence at schools. This 
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Students from Great Mills High School in Leonardtown, Maryland, leave 
to meet their parents Tuesday after a school shooting. 


weekend, students across the coun- 
try plan an anti-gun violence march 


onthe nation’s capital. 


In Maryland, it wasn’t immedi- 


ately clear whether the shooter 
took his own life or was killed by 


Finn: Union 
attack could 
hurt business 


SEIU boss reported 
Dinette diverted tips 


By Chris Potter 
and Melissa McCart 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


It’s not that restaurant owner 
Sonja Finn enjoyed losing a 
March 6 special election by the 
whopping margin of 64 to 28 per- 
cent. That she didn’t clinch the 
City Council seat for District 8 is 
the least of her worries — be- 
cause, she fears, an 11th-hour at- 
tack by a powerful union could 
damage Dinette, the East Liberty 
business she built a decade ago. 

The attack, she said, “was for 
sure meant to harm my busi- 
ness and harm me. And I have 
no doubt that it will.” 

SEIU 32BJ, a politically potent 
union that endorsed rival candi- 
date Erika Strassburger, issued a 
March 5 statement alleging that 
Ms. Finn’s restaurant “was cited 
for illegally diverting tips from 11 
of her employees from June 2015 
through June 2017, resulting in 
their earning less than the federal 
minimum wage of $7.25 an hour.” 

The statement quoted Sam 
Williamson, the union’s 
Western Pennsylvania district 
leader, calling it “the height of 
hypocrisy to tout your record as 
a socially responsible business 
owner while literally stealing 
from your employees.” 

Mr. Williamson is no 
stranger to local politics. SEIU 
has long been a key ally of Pitts- 
burgh Mayor Bill Peduto, who 
appointed Mr. Williamson to 
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